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Reply to Billy Grahan 
—=by Dave Finke 


( Dave Finke is the coordinator of the 
-Oberlin chapter of the Student Peace Un- 
ion, and serves as its Regional Secretary. 
An executive of the Oberlin YMCA, Dave, 

an Oberlin College sephomore, has also 

been very active in the. fields of peace 

and civil rights for the last four years. 

He considers his basic motivation for non- 
violent radical activity inthe various 
social concerns to be fundamentally Christ- 
ian. The letter below is Finke's answer to 
Graham's statement to the press: "No matter 
what the law may be —— it may be an unjust 
law--I bel&eve we have a Christian responsi- 
bility to obey*it." concerning the Sit-ins) 


I heard tonight on the’ radio that you 
. were withholding comment on the Sit-ins un- 
til you have studied them some more. I think 
it is good for one to have collected enough 
information té‘make an intellegent and 
informed decision. 

However, I feel that:it was extrenely 
unfortunate for you to have saia"Wve must 
obe, the law, even if it is an unjust one." 
As a Christian and citizen, I must heartily 
disa:ree with you. 

Civil disobedience for reasons of con- 
scicnce or principle has a long. and honored 
tradition. One of the most nvteble instances 
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Blacks and whites 
~-by Jeff Piker 


low that the Sit-in is taken for 
granted; now. thet NBC, thank you, has made 
it a big thing; now that the critics of 
wodern men vellibtees its imuense social 
significance andpraise it uniquely non- 
spontaneous base for the directed be- 
havior of large numbers of people; it is 
perhaps time for Sitein leaders and par- 
ticipantd, themselves, to meet and question 
their own actions, to think and for- 
mulate a concrete stetement of goals. Let 
these people forget for a time that they 
strive toward “equelity" or tthe right to 
be human beings" or "social justice." For 
these are vague, ill-defined goals, and, by 
themselves, only lead to random, disconnectex 
often inefficient action, And, above all, 
let Sit-ins not be inefficient — there is 
too much to be done to waste time messing 
around. 

Is the Sit-in, itself, a good thing, or 
should it be feared, hated, end dis- 
trusted even by the participaits? Shoulld 
gratification be found in striving toward 
integrated lunch counters, or should there 
be only humiliation and pain? If the Sit-in 
is itself judged to be pleasant and inter- 
esting and stimuleting and fun to the par- 
ticipants, then certain adjustments must 
be made in the commitment to integration 


is that of the apostles Peter and John beforeas an ultimete goal. +f it is good to be 


the Council in Jerusalem, as described in 
Acts 4 and 5. Especially significant is -the 
_open defiance of duly constituted civil 


able to sit in, to join fellows ig this act 
of fellowship, then when the success of the 


drive for intégration conflicts with the de- 


authority in Acts 5:29, whenthe apostles say: sire to sit in, sorry but integration be 


‘We must obey!God rather than men.' 

For the first century and a half, no 
Christien would serve in the Imperial Ro- 
man Army or put incense on the alter of the 


damned. And if sitting in conflicts with ed- 
ucation, aaybe education must# suffer accord- 
ingly. This is all a matter of values. 


Bui if sitting in is painful and sticks 


Emperor, because they wouldn't obey an unjusSharply at pride and humiliates him who wild 
law. We all know well the stories of héw our think himself the equal of any man, then 


courageous forfathers in-Christ faced death 
by fierce lions ratner than-obey the law. 
Although havin; great respect for the 
law and the state, hartin Luther firmly de- 
clared at the Diet of Worms that "To go a= 


ston sitting in when the goal is reached, or 


“when anevher path gets there quicker and 


easier and still keeps dignity in-tact. If 
the Sit-in is a means, don't make it an end, 
If the Sit-in is a burden that weighs a 
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srdham, ee * 
gsinst conscience is neither right nor vlacks and WhiteSee. 
safe." . 
icipe e i t c ~ 
In modern times we have had inspivin; oti sic ng A “ tegneclges og ae” 
examples of civil disobedience ty the ab- CU%r CO © SAV &. ge p 


j é : * t's go sit- 
olithonist( assisting esceping slaves, contre“ = ws play ann nate, 10'S @ 
: : in." If integration is the goal, then the 
ry to federal law), by those in the temper- .. . , 
. Sit-in can be allowed to exist only as long “4 

ence movement, vy those stru;gling for ; : 4 

nes : as it provides the best path. When inte- 
equal suffrage for women. ‘he philosophy of cuttin suettiehe with tn Gide stop 
civil disobedience in the political realm 6 < 


6tiecuie nny 
has been eloquently developed and practiced sateen 2 ae 


j too: is 
by Thoreau, Tolstoy, e1a Ghandi. . Other questions must be asked, too 
; +e it enough to prove to people — to the ower 
Sven in the military realm, where : : ‘ 
é; , ‘ of Wilson-Quick, to the white Southerner, 
duty end obedience are hi; hly esteemed i ie cide amelie bh ond 
values, absolute obedience to any'law'is . rife Stn ™ . , 


not supreme. At the i.urenmbur., trisls it was what is sore ak they have been lumen as 
ruled:"A soldier is a reasoning egent. It long as the whites have? to demonstrate 

is a fallacy thet the ieitiiees: ai een that the American moral base can be used to 
to do everything tnzt his superior officer PTOVe aes eee ea wig “7 ms aa — 
enters bin to do." integration and the white is wrong in his 

; attempt to stop him? Or can all of this be 
carefully proven and yet be worthless if inte 


rer ee preety we mene sn ee gration is forced out of sight still by some 
spirii of non-violence, and they have followe é, : 
act of Southern law or iorthern custom? 


our Lord's precept of repaying evil with good, ‘t+ the wegro is satisfied with being f 


pina trey ee ee po ripht(anc, after all, why s.ould it not be 
pce a egpen ate enough just to be right?), then can he 


+ 7 ' t 
ihe coer = a. gor ys Rog spit in the white Southerner's sneéring face 
panini nes scene salted asserting thai God is on the iegro's side 


ee —" pooes entuees on Wiest ayeten here end maxing it sti_cx. liuman bein _s do 
of racial segregation, contrary to nu- . ing a 
hte . not generally like being proven wrong. But 
merous decisions of the Supreme Court. These . : 
: . : .. iff they must be wrong, they would pre- 
students are fol.owing a higher law in this F : sy 
map ; fer being wrong to suii their own pleasures. 
strugzle for the recognition of basiz ck ell : . nae 
; : : And if white Soucherners are nothtng elsé;™ 
human ri,hts, They are contributing not to : : 
they are surely human beings: iegroes can 


> ch ther to a stable, cre- ; : , 
anarchy — ee Saneer mange be as right as they went...on their side of 
ative, and responsible social order which niin 


shall insure to each man the God-given Jat af, on the otherabend, the secre 


sighae Of opees anangeela il mages , feels the deeply throbbing pain of knowin; 
The Sit-ins may well be the most sig- . ‘ , , : sa : : 

i, aes ‘ : : integration is right while fearing that it 

nificant step in social justice, ad- ; . . “ 
. ; ™ is eluding him constaitly, if he would al- 

vancement, and progress in this decade. they 

: Pp ER NE methoa “°S* rather b. wrong than desperatley want 
ais Tcshatlamaan _— —— something that maybe he will never get, then 


h ma- 
r say tei er ic In te es oe he cannot afford the luxury of spitting. He 
Jor po cai Pp P must leara to tliinc sbout such pale, ugly £ 


‘ble . 
the support of concerned, respeisible, sid terms as ‘tact’ and 'strategy.' He must learn 


influentiel Christiens such as yourself. to battle with the limits that principle’ sets 
on them both, never being satisfied with the 
We must refuse to wait for the wrong answer he finds, learning to live with and in 
to be righted till the wrongdoer has been spite of this sticxing dissatisfaction] He 
roused to a sense of his iniquity. We must wust ask if principle is not, after all7, 
not, for a fear of ourselves, or of others an element of selfishness, 2 rationalization 
having to suffer, remain participants in it. that lets a person do what he waats — then, 
Sutbwe must combat the wrong by ceasing to not bein, satisfied with this answer ei- 
assist the wrongdoer directly ob indirectly. ther, he must ask again, 
--Ghandi Until these questions are asked by Sit- 
eseeeecec a -- eee ee ee - © ~~ - in leadersétn and participaits and their an- 
Please hurry! We need your help! swers drawn out of long thought and ebate and 


The civil disobedience used by the 
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WESTER. COLLEGE CONFERENCE 


From March 25 to March 30, Western 
College for Women, Oxford, Ohio, will 
sponsor a conference on community race 
relations. Jointly supported by their 
Government Association and the Religion- 
In=-Life Program Council, the conference 
was planned by Western students Susan 
Baarsch, Marion Robinson, and Donna 
Shalala end Parwalee Taff. From Western's 
"Round=Up"s 

‘In this conference, discussions wll 
focus on comaunity action in the area of 
race relations. The specific topics 
will be integrated housing vs segregated 
housing; economic opportunities, explor~ 
ing the efforts of labor, magaggment and 
government ageinst racial discrimination; 
community action by national organiza- 
tions such as the United States hational 
Student Association, the 1 AACP, and the 
Anerican Friends Service Comnittees; and 
comiunit; action by locally centered 
groups such as independent civic groups 
end municipal comaissions...' 

Sue Baarsch was quoted: 

"We are especially hoveful that 
students who are interested in in- 
proving conditions within their own 
comuiunity will have this opportunity to 
examine a wide variety of approaches 
to improve race relations, 2:4 will, 7< 
a result, be more aware of those method 
which are most likely to succeed under 
a given set of circumstances." 


~~~ ~~ erlin College, Oberlin, Ohio_ 


I know of many of my fellow students who 
are somewhat vexed with the dilemma of want- 
ing to be active in the area of social rela- 
tions and civil rights, but know that their 
prime concern is with their studies. 


Blacks and whiteseec. 


heated argument, tue question "jail or 
bail?" cannot even be asked. After these 
besic questions are thought out, Sit-ins 
ca: more naturally fall into a perspective 
that will include Stand-ins, kneel-ins, and 
all the other symptoms of the legro's 
dissatisfaction witn the position allot- 
ted him by whites in America: since only a 
certain amount of potential for militant 
social action exists, when do Siteins become 
a less important action toward the uhtimate 
poal(whatever it is determined to be) than 
some other action? 

Avove all, it is the Negroes, then- 
selves, who must seek the answers to 
these questions and who must establish values 
accordingly. Not we horthern oi Southern 
whites who somehow sympathize and ofirer 
our assistance. We are in the movement but 
not of it —— we must be content m.rely to 
help wherever we are asked, for we do not 
know the joy or pain of being, a legro, and 
the Negro's identity is not our ideutity, 
his decisions are not ours in this crucial 
area of civil rights. But the decisions 
must be made and the values established - 
the quicker the goals of the Sit-in can be 
isolated, the quicker paths can be cut out 
of the tangle that is segragation, and the 
less blindly we all will be able to walk. 


A PLE As oe 


You are reading what very well may 
be the final issue of this newsletter. 
To date, we have published three issues, 


= all of whici: have been financed by the 


Oberlin } AACP(plus 42 from Western College 
for Women). The only regional information 
we have received has been from western, as 
well(where an important conference will 
soon be held) je would like nothing more 


To them(and myself) the answer is the real-than to be abje to print this newsletter 
ization that all experience is education de- and tell you what's been happening around 
pending on the attitude of the person involvedfhe Area. \ie wuld love to continue print- 


that the social organizations provide an ex- 
cellent start for a good conception of the 
individual's place and power in a democracy. 


ing articles by interested students. We are 
greaily hampered in our efrorts. Please 
help us. This is your newsletter... 


Each area of education(and both are essential)-- -- -- -— -—- -. —— —— — — .- — — — 


must be evaluated in relation to its import- 


As I would not be a slave, so I would 


ance at the time. The American Student is com-noi be a mester. This expresses my idea of 


ing alive; the times are crucial, yet there 
is so much to learn — for the future? 
We must do toth, abandon our frivolity in 


excess, help preserve a future to use effect- 


ively the skills we develop now. 


democracy. Whatever differs from this, to the 
extent of the difference, is no democracy. 


--Abrahan Lincoln 





